
OCEAN CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Office of the Fire Marshal 

410-289-8780 
 
 

OCEAN CITY CONVENTION CENTER 
Life Safety Code Requirements 

 
     By Order of the Fire Marshal, at all times during convention, trade shows, special 
events, or at any other time the building is open to the public, the following minimum 
requirements shall be met, as required in NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2009 Edition. 
 

1. Means of egress shall be continuously maintained at any time the building is  
occupied by the public. 
 

      2.  All egress passageways, aisles, and corridors shall be kept free from all  
           obstructions.  This includes storage, boxes, inventory, displays, etc. 
 
      3.   Marked exit doors shall not be blocked in any circumstance.  This includes                 

storage on the exterior of the exit door. 
 

4. Event setup shall be in strict accordance with current layouts approved by the  
Office of the Fire Marshal and Convention Center management. 
 

5. Any person(s) and/or company found to have violated any provision of the Ocean 
City Fire Prevention Code will be deemed to have committed a municipal 
infraction, subject to a fine of up to $1000.00. 
 

      6.   Combustible materials within exhibit booths shall be limited to a one day supply.   
 Storage of combustible materials behind the booth is prohibited. 
 

7. Plans, in a form acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction, shall be submitted    
to the authority having jurisdiction for approval prior to the move-in of any 
exhibit or trade show.  The plan shall show all details of the proposed exhibit or 
show.  No exhibit or trade show shall occupy any exhibit hall without approved 
plans 
 

      8.   All exhibit booths shall have a minimum of 2A 2D BC fire extinguisher in the  
craft booths and a 4A 40BC in all cooking booths.  NFPA 101-9-4.4.3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9.  Vehicles within an exhibit hall shall comply with the following: 
 
 a.  All fuel tank openings shall be locked and sealed in an approved manor to                            
      prevent the escape of vapors.  Fuel tanks shall not be more than three-quarters  

                  nor less than one-eighth full. 
 

b. At least one battery cable shall be removed from each set of batteries. 
 

c. Fueling or defueling of vehicles shall be prohibited. 
 

d. Vehicles shall not be moved during show hours.  NFPA 101 9-4.4.4 
 
  10.       Compressed flammable gases, flammable or combustible liquids, hazardous  
              chemicals or materials, Class II or greater lasers, blasting agents, and explosives  
              shall be prohibited within exhibit halls.  NFPA 101 9.4.4.5 
 
  11.       Combustible materials within exhibit booth shall be limited to a one-day supply.   
              storage of combustible materials behind the booth is prohibited.   
              NFPA 101 8-4.4.3.10 
   
  12.       Plans for the exposition, in an acceptable form shall be submitted to the authority  

  having jurisdiction for approval prior to the move-in of any exhibit.  The plan  
  shall show all details of the proposed exposition.  No exposition shall occupy  
  any exposition facility without approved plan.  NFPA 8-4.4.3.11 
 

13. Vehicles.  Vehicles on display within an exposition facility shall comply with  
the following:  NFPA 101 8-4.4.4 

 
  (a)   All fuel tank openings shall be locked and sealed in an approved manner to  
         prevent the escape of vapors.  Fuel tanks shall not be more than one-half full  
         or contain more than 10 gal (37.79 L) of fuel, whichever is less. 
 
(b)   At least one battery cable shall be removed from the batteries used to start 

vehicle engine.  The disconnected battery cable shall then be taped. 
 

(c) Batteries used to power auxiliary equipment shall be permitted to be kept in  
service. 
 

(d) Fueling or defueling of vehicles shall be prohibited. 
 
(e) Vehicles shall not be moved during show hours. 
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14. Compressed flammable gases, flammable or combustible liquids, hazardous  
chemicals or materials, Class or greater lasers, blasting agents, and explosives 
shall be prohibited within exhibit halls. 
 
Exception:  The authority having jurisdiction may permit the limited use of any 
of the above items under special circumstances. 

 
 15.        NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.5.3.9 Cooking and food-warming devices in  

exhibit booths shall comply with 13.7.2 (Appendix 1) and the following: 
 
  (1) Gas-fired devices shall comply with the following: 
 
       (a)  Natural gas-fired devices shall comply with 9.1.1.  (Appendix 2) 

              
(b) The requirement of 13.7.5.3.9(1)(a) shall not apply to compressed   

natural gas where permitted by the authority having jurisdiction. 
 

                     (c)   The use of LP-Gas cylinders shall be prohibited. 
 

         (d)   Non-refillable LP-Gas cylinders shall be approved for use where    
                 permitted by the authority having jurisdiction. 
 

(2) The devices shall be isolated from the public by not less than 48 in.  
(1220 mm) or by a barrier between the devices and the public. 
 

               (3)   Multi-well cooking equipment using combustible oils or solids shall  
comply with 9.2.3.  (Appendix 3) 
 

               (4)    Single-well cooking equipment using combustible oils or solids shall              
                        meet the following criteria: 
 

(a) The equipment shall have lids available for immediate use. 
 

                        (b)  The equipment shall be limited to 2 ft.2 (0.2m2) of cooking surface. 
                         

(c)  The equipment shall be placed on noncombustible surface materials. 
 

(d) The equipment shall be separated from each other by a horizontal  
distance of not less than 24 in. (610 mm). 
 

(e) The requirement of 13.7.5.3.9(4)(d) shall not apply to multiple  
single-well cooking equipment where the aggregate cooking surface 
area does not exceed 2 ft2 (0.2 m2). 

                  
(f) The equipment shall be kept at a horizontal distance of not less than  

24 in. (610 mm) from any combustible material. 
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         (5)    A portable fire extinguisher in accordance with 9.7.4.1            

           shall be provided within the booth for each device, or an approved     
           automatic extinguishing system shall be provided. (Appendix 4 
 

    16.     NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.5.3.10  Combustible materials within exhibit     
Booths shall be limited to a one-day supply.  Storage of combustible materials 
Behind the booth shall be prohibited.  (See 13.7.4.2 and 13.7.5.2 

     
    17.     NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.5.3.11 Plans for the exposition, in an acceptable  

form, shall be submitted to the authority having jurisdiction for approval prior to 
setting up any exhibit. 

 
18. NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.5.3.11.1 The plan shall show all details of the 

proposed exposition. 13.7.5.11.2 No exposition shall occupy any exposition 
facility without approved plans. 

 
19. NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.2 Special Provisions for Food Service Operations. 

 
20. NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.2.1 All devices in connection with the preparation 

of food shall be installed and operated to avoid hazard to the safety of occupants. 
 

21. NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.2.2 All devices in connection with the preparation 
of food shall be of an approved type and shall be installed in an approved 
manner. 

 
22. NFPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.2.3 Food preparation facilities shall be protected in 

accordance with 9.2.3 and shall not be required to have openings protected 
between food preparation areas and dining areas. 
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Appendix 1  
      23.   NPA 101 2009 Edition 13.7.2.4 Portable cooking equipment that is not flue-                                      
             connected shall be permitted as follows: 
 

1.  Equipment fueled by small heat sources that can be readily extinguished by  
     water, such as candles or alcohol-burning equipment, including solid alcohol,  

              shall be permitted to be used, provided that precautions satisfactory to the  
                   authority having jurisdiction are taken to prevent ignition of any combustible 
                   materials.  
              
              2.  Candles shall be permitted to be used on tables used for food service where  
                    securely supported on substantial noncombustible bases located to avoid  
                    danger of ignition of combustible materials and only where approved by the  
                    authority having jurisdiction.  
                                    
              3.   Candle flames shall be protected. 
 
              4.   “Flaming sword” or other equipment involving open flames and flamed         
                   such as cherries jubilee or crepe suzette, shall be permitted to be used,  
                   provided that precautions subject to the approval of the authority having  
                   jurisdiction are taken. 
             

        5.  *Listed and approved LP-Gas commercial food service appliances shall be 
  permitted to be used where in accordance with NFPA 58 Liquefied        
  Petroleum Gas Code. 
  

              Appendix 2 
24.    NFPA 101 2009 Edition 9.1.1 Gas  Equipment using gas and related gas piping  

              Shall be in accordance with NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code, or NFPA 58,  
              Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, unless such installations are approved existing 
              Installations, which shall be permitted to be continued service.  
 
              Appendix 3 

25.    NFPA 101 2009 Edition 9.2.3 Commercial Cooking Equipment.  Commercial  
   cooking equipment shall be in accordance with NFPA 96, Standard for  

         Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations,  
              unless such installations are approved existing installations, which shall be  
              permitted to be continued in service. 

 
             Appendix 4 
     26.   NFPA 101 2009 Edition 9.7.4.1 *Where required by the provisions of another                  
             section of this Code, portable fire extinguishers shall be installed, inspected, and  
             maintained in accordance with NFPA 10 Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers 

 
            For questions regarding these or any other fire code requirements, please contact  
            the Ocean City Fire Department, Office of the Fire Marshal, at 410-289-8780. 
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